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Introduction 

World AIDS Day is a global event that is commemorated every year. It is usually celebrated on 1st 

December. It was first marked in the year 1988 as a pioneering global health campaign by World 

Health Organization (WHO).  This year’s occasion therefore marked the 30thanniversary of World 

AIDS Day. The campaign theme for 2018 was, “Know Your Status” in which it was an opportunity 

to urge people to know their HIV infection status through testing, and to access HIV Prevention, 

treatment and care services. It was also a chance to urge policy makers to promote “health for all” 

agenda for HIV and related health services, such as tuberculosis (TB), hepatitis and non 

communicable diseases. 

 

The theme is in line global health sector strategy on HIV (2016 – 2021). The strategy  promotes a 

people centered approach , grounded on principles of human rights and health equity. It seeks to 

guide efforts to accelerate and focus HIV prevention, urge people to know their status, provide 

antiretroviral therapy and comprehensive long term care to all people living with HIV and 

challenge pervasive HIV related stigmatization and discrimination. 

This year’s celebration came at a time when Africa as a continent is leading globally with the 

number of people living with HIV estimated at 25.7 million (WHO, 2017). In Kenya, the statistics 

are equally worrying with HIV prevalence standing at 4.9%. Migori County and Homabay Counties 

which are catchment areas of St. Camillus Mission affiliated organizations has a prevalence of 

13.3% and 20.3% respectively which is far much ahead of the national rate. This means a lot of 

work still needs to be done in these areas to help curb the spread of the virus. 

It is for this reason that St. Camillus Dala Kiye in collaboration with We World Kenya Foundation, 

Mercy Orphans Support Group Programme and St. Camillus Mission Hospital KARP Project joined 

other stakeholders in Migori and Homabay in marking this year’s World AIDS Day on Saturday, 1st 

December 2018. The event was marked at Dala Kiye grounds and brought on board the religious 

community (Camillians), community members, national government administration officers 

(chiefs and assistant chiefs), our partners from St. Josephs Mission Hospital in Ombo and Kiranda 

Vocational training Centre. 



The Event 

Before the commencement of the event, the staff ensured that the celebration venue was well 

set up. Enough number of tents were erected and proportionate number of plastic chairs availed 

ready for the participants. The stage was well arranged with a large banner bearing the event’s 

theme strategically placed so that all in attendance could easily read and act as appropriate. Two 

small tents to act as Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) points were erected at strategic sites 

ready to take care of those who will be seeking the service. T-Shirts and paper caps bearing the 

day’s theme were also given to some of the participants to help pass the key message of the day. 

When all was set, the event started with a Holy Mass that was presided over by Fr. Dominic 

Mwanzia who is the Camillian Provincial Delegate in Kenya. The Mass started off with a colorful 

procession from Dala Kiye administration block up to the celebration venue. The children led the 

way, followed by the staff and lastly the priests. At the venue, Fr. Emilio who was the host began 

by introducing the Priests present to the members of the congregation who were mainly 

community members, staff, novices, Mr. Thomas Oyier who is the branch manager Kenya 

Commercial Bank in Sori, a team from St. Josephs Ombo Mission hospital led by Sr. Hendrica 

Anthonyand Dala Kiye children.  He also took those present through a brief background of the day 

and why it is important in the lives of our people. Among the religious community members 

present also were Fr. Reuben from Tabaka, Fr. Paul Guarise who is the Novice Master, Fr. John 

Kariuki, Fr. Claudio, Bro. Bonaventure Muswi, Br. Dominic Misaro and Sr. Catherine Wanga who is 

the Provincial Delegate of Camillian Sisters in Kenya. 



In his sermon, Fr. Dominic stressed on the need for a joint collaborative effort in the fight against 

HIV and AIDS. He reminded those present that in one way or the other, we are all touched by HIV. 

He said that each and everyone present was either infected or affected with HIV. There was 

therefore need to pray for those who had died because of the disease while at the same time 

asking God to continue protecting the relatives that were left behind by their loved ones. 

 

After Mass, there came moments of entertainment. First on stage were the foster children who 

are members of the OTZ club that is being run by KARP Project. The club is made up of children 

from Dala Kiye who have volunteered to help pass the message of proper medical care in order to 

help achieve zero viral load to their colleagues and other infected youths. Their presentation was 

about urging those with the virus to learn how to live positively by adhering to proper medication. 

The group was followed by the entire group of foster children who also presented a wonderful 

song urging people to go and get tested so that they could know their status. 



Opportunity was presented to a martial arts group made up of six children who entertained the 

audience with their defense skills. The group is based in Sori town. Closing the first session of 

entertainment were pupils from Nyamanga Disii primary school with a song and dance that carried 

educative information about HIV and AIDS. 

 

Immediately the first part of entertainment came to an end, it was time to give some of the invited 

guests and representatives of the hosting organizations a chance to address the gathering. Those 

who had the opportunity to address the gathering included Fr. Emilio, Dala Kiye Program 

Coordinator, St. Camillus KARP Project representative, a medical officer from St. Josephs Mission 

Hospital, Ombo and national government administration officers who included the chief from 

West Karungu and Assistant Chiefs from Gunga and Sori. The speeches focused on the need for 

joint efforts to help curb the spread of HIV and AIDS.  

 

Those present were also educated on the need to maintain clean and healthy environments to 

cushion them against infections that might arise as a result of poor hygiene practices. Male 

members of the community were also urged to take a leading role in HIV prevention by taking HIV 

tests so that they can get to know their status. Those living with HIV were urged to ensure that 

they adhered to the right medication. All in all, the community members were encouraged to 

adopt safe behaviors and shun backward behaviors such as wife inheritance and having multiple 

sex partners as these were identified as the key risk factors in HIV infection.  

 



 

Children especially those in school were urged to take advantage of the HIV and AIDS education 

sessions being rolled out in their respective schools to gain as much knowledge as possible and 

use the information to help pass the HIV prevention message at the household level. All in all, the 

rallying call from all the speakers was that people needed to undergo HIV test so that they could 

get to know their status. 

A good number of people responded well to the clarion call and long queues were witnessed at 

the points where the tests were being carried out. In the tents were competent team of staff who 

attended to all the clients in a very professional manner. Leading the test campaign were Mr. Elijah 

Gowa (Chief, West Karungu), Mr. Barnabas Majiwa and Mr. Benard Nyaimbo who are assistant 

chiefs of Sori and Gunga respectively. When the exercise came to an end, a total of 100 people 

(40 males and 60 females) took the HIV test of which all tuned out to be negative which somehow 

was a good sign.  

 

At around 1pm, there was a lunch break. Those present were served with refreshments (bread 

and soda). Invited guests were served with lunch at the dining hall.  

 

 



 

Running concurrently with other activities were a series of games. There was male football 

competition that comprised of teams from Nyamanga, Rabuor and Paulo Odendo. All the teams 

were given a chance to play against one another. The huge crowd of on lookers was treated to 

some very lively and attractive soccer that was displayed by the participating teams. The game 

that brought all the fans on their feet was the one involving Nyamanga and Rabuor. The game 

played when the rains were pounding the area eventually ended in a goalless draw but had plenty 

of drama. In the end, Nyamanga were the overall winners. Another game that drew a huge 

enthusiastic crowd was tug of war. Caregiver groups presented a team of ten members each. They 

were female participants. After a lot of energy displayed, Agolomuok caregivers emerged the 

champions. The third entertaining competition was pail balancing. It was a race that involved six 

female caregivers who were required to sprint for about one hundred metres while balancing a 

pail full of water on their heads. Prisca Tatu from Sidika area defeated all her colleagues and was 

happily mobbed by her counterparts from Sidika primary school. The final competition under 

games was sack race. In it, the participants were required to race with their two feet inside a sack. 

The race generated so much entertainment. Vera Oyoo from Kopala was crowned the champion. 

 

There was also brief on stage performances by local artists who made sure that those who could 

not make it to the field events were thoroughly entertained. There was a gospel artist from Gunga 

and a comedy group from Sori who kept participants happy.  



 

 

 

 

The ceremony came to an end at 5.30pm. Those present gathered to witness the presentation of 

awards to the best performing teams in different categories. The session was facilitated by staff. 

At the end, all participants departed to their respective destinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The coming together of various stakeholders to mark this very important day was a clear 

demonstration of the people’s resolve to work towards an HIV and AIDS free society. 

Report Compiled by 

Mr. George Anyanga 

Program Coordinator 

St. Camillus Dala Kiye  


