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SERVANTS OF THE SICK
Camillus was particularly attentive to the sick and dying, when he learned that people in hospitals were being buried while they were still alive, he instructed his religious to keep praying for the souls in agony for fifteen minutes after it seemed as though they had passed away.

Camillus was plagued with the sore on his leg that kept him from joining the Capuchins for forty-six years. He suffered many other ailments, including a rupture which he suffered for thirty-eight years and callous sores on the sole of his foot. He refused to let any of his religious care for him, instead sending them out to the poor sick and dying in the hospitals, prisons, and homes. Even in his last years of illness, he would crawl from his bed to other patients’ beds to encourage them to do acts of virtue and see if they needed anything.

Allowing God to use difficulties and setbacks to bring about good requires great faith, trust, and openness to His will. St. Camillus, once struggling with addiction and anger, placed himself in God’s hands, thus giving him the strength and means with which to provide help, healing, and hope to the sick. The life of St. Camillus is a reminder that even though a situation may seem dismal, for God, all things are possible.

He was bothered by the poor treatment the sick received from the staff at the hospital and felt called to make improvements. He gathered some young men who felt the same way – that all people, sick or well – deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. 

His focus was always on the sick, making sure that they were being treated as if each of them were Jesus Christ Himself – with the utmost love, care, and respect. 

He would not allow his infirmity to prevent him from the care of the sick, and would crawl to their bedside if walking was unbearable. He would not allow his illness to prevent him from sharing his love with those he saw as the suffering Christ.

The experience of St. Camillus is crystal clear manifestation that indeed he had “his heart in his hands” the sick were his lords and masters. We are called upon as health care workers to do the same-serving the sick with tender care and compassion and with the love of the mother to her only child. This needs commitment and responsibility to any health care worker in hospitals and wherever the patients are found including our homes. 

We can’t claim to have our hearts in our hands if we prioritize other things other than our inner calling to serve the sick. Although, it is good to acknowledge that is not easy to serve the sick with love, most of the times since we may sometimes handle patients like objects, however it is worthy to remember that one time we may get ourselves sick as health care workers, the way you would want to be handled in your sickness, you should also handle others the same way. Let us therefore emulate St. Camillus in serving the sick with love from our hearts.
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